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Assurance of Lamp 


It was sunset time. Darkness was about to come. A small 
lamp came forward and addressed sun—“Bhagwan ! You 
happily proceed on your journey. I will not break my resolve to 
continuously give light just as you continuously move on your 
fixed path. When you would not be here, I will try my best to 
remove darkness with whatever power I have.” 

On hearing such assurance of the small lamp, sun praised 
his courage and continued his journey. 

In the beneficial efforts of God, even smallest support of 
devoted persons is of great value. Collective effort of such 


persons produces good results. . 
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Test for the Best 


In old days, it was customary for the king to appoint his 
eldest son as the crown prince. But one king decided to select 
one, who has good moral conduct. He secretly arranged a test. 

All the five princes were called for dinner. They were seated 
in a hall and Thals having delicious food were placed before 
them. Just when princes were to start dining, four hunting dogs 
were made to enter that room. Seeing this, four princes fled from 
the hall; while the youngest continued his dinner. He pushed 
other four Thals, towards the dogs. Dogs were eating the food 
and also the prince. Youngest prince said—“Dogs bite him, who 
eats alone. One who shares with them has nothing to worry.” 

King was watching the activities of all princes. He was 
pleased with the gentle moral conduct of the youngest and 
appointed him as the crown prince. 

Ideal person is he, who \ J 
shares his bread with others. 
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Value of Kindness 


A person performed three Yagyas . He spent all his money in 
these Yagyas. Now he was penniless. A prudent person advised him 
— “Go to Dharmaraj and sell the virtues of your Yagyas. He will 
give you lot of money”. 

That person went to sell his virtues (Punya). In the way, he sat 
under a tree, to have his meal. A seriously ill dog was also sitting 
there. He was unable to move even. Looking at his pitiable 
condition, he gave all the food to dog and moved on hungry. 

When he reached the office of Dharmraj, he was told—“Sethji, 
four Yagyas are deposited in your account. Virtue of which Yagya 
you want to sell?” He replied—“I performed only three Yagyas. I 
don’t know how this fourth has come up?.” 

Dharmraj told him—“This is the Yagya of kindness. While 
coming here, you served a sick dog. That was the fourth Yagya. 
Virtue of the kindness shown by ups is greater bap other Yagyas. 

Kindness is the oi BBS ets lara <p a 
most valuable virtue. - wg C res °.s 4 
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First Think then Act 


A Brahman named Dev 
Sharma lived in a village. A son 
was born to his wife. By chance, 
mongoose (Newla) also gave 
birth to a kid that day. Dev 
Sharma’s wife was very kind- 
hearted and she started looking 
after that kid along with her 
son. Both grew up. They loved 
and played with each other. 

One day, she went to fetch 
water. Her son was sleeping and mongoose was also there. A snake 
came © ant was about to attack the son. Mongoose challenged and 

— killed the snake by cutting it into pieces. 

His face was smeared with blood. When 

Dev Sharma’s wife returned, she saw blood 

smeared mongoose at the door and 

presumed that her son has been killed by 

- him. She threw the water pitcher over 

mongoose, killing him on the spot. She 

entered the house and saw the snake cut 

into pieces and son sleeping well. She 
realized the truth and repented. 

That is why it is said—‘first think then 
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Leave your Evils 


Two ants lived on top of Vindhyachal mountain. One living 
towards north had a great stock of sugar; while one living 
towards south had salt. One day ant having sugar invited the 
other—“Sister! Why you are living in salt ? I have lot of sugar. 
Please come and enjoy its sweetness.” Other ant accepted the 
invitation and next morning, reached north side. 

North side ant welcomed her and took to the sugar stock. She 
said—“Sister! Eat as much sugar as you like. There is no 
shortage.” Throughout the day ant roamed there from one end to 
other and in the evening, told the first ant—“Sister ! You have 
cheated me. If you had no sugar, why you invited me?” 

“Sister you are still carrying piece of salt in your mouth. How 
then can you enjoy the sweetness of sugar ?” First ant replied. 

Same is with us also. We don’t leave our evil habits and bad 
Sanskars. How then, we could enjoy the blessings of God ? 
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Tradition of Dead Cat 


There was a marriage in a house. Sweets and other delicious 
food items were being cooked for guests. Pet cat was creating 
nuisance and even putting her mouth in food. Landlady was 
annoyed. She caught the cat and put her under a trough (Nand). 
She got busy in other works and forgot about the cat. 

After few days, when marriage party came back and bride 
was about to enter the home, she recollected about the cat. 
Trough was removed and cat was found dead under it. She asked 
a boy to throw the dead cat outside the house. Thereafter, bride 
entered the home. New bride carefully noted all that her 
mother-in-law had done. 
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Years later, when her son was married and marriage 
party went, she got hold of a cat and placed it under a trough. 
When his son came with new bride, she first got the dead cat 
thrown out before allowing the bride to enter. She did what 
she had seen her mother-in-law doing and now told it to the 
new bride as a family tradition. 

Several useless and foolish traditions are being followed 
blindly. Nobody cares to apply his mind to decide what is 
useful or useless. We must show some prudence and discard 
such traditions. 
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Honour the Labour 


Vinoba was digging a well in Pavnar. He worked for eight 
hours daily. Many persons of several organizations were helping 
him in this work. If any leader or minister came to meet Vinobaji, 
he was also required to do some labour. Shrimati Janki Devi 
Bajaj also lived there for few days. She daily worked for one hour 
in grinding flour, one hour in operating Rahat to draw water and 
for six hours in carrying empty and filled baskets at the site. 

She belonged to a renowned business family and was very 
simple, kind-hearted, helping and modest. Her example of 
selfless service inspired all. Those, who think themselves. rich or 

id avo’ lways at a loss. 


respectable an iC 
Labour and that too fo 
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A Farmer named Hazari 


A farmer lived in a small village of Bihar. His name was 
Hazari. He planted mango saplings on the boundary of his fields. 
After few years, those trees started giving fruits. Birds made 
nests on them and their chirping pleased all. Villagers also took 
mangoes from Hazari and enjoyed their taste. Hazari also lived 
mostly under those trees. 

When Hazari’s sons became major, he thought to give the 
fields to them and devote his time for doing something for benefit 
of society. This is actually called Vanaprastha. 

He developed a mango nursery. He went to several villages 
and explained the importance of planting mango trees. Those, 
who agreed got all help from Hazari from free saplings to 
manure, irrigation, security etc. In this way, he was able to raise 
one thousand mango groves in that area. As an honour to that 

a farmer, the area is 
ca called Hazaribagh. It 


; - ~~. is a district of Bihar. 
- -* 4 wy ~~ A 
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Shravan Kumar 


Shravan Kumar was fully devoted to his parents. His father and 
mother both were blind. Shravan Kumar had great reverence and 
worshipped them as God. 

Once parents told him about their desire to go on pilgrimage. 
They wanted Shravan Kumar to somehow take them to all religious 
places. Shravan Kumar gladly agreed to fulfil their desire. He 
prepared a big Kanwar and got his father and mother seated in the 
two pans. He lifted the Kanwar on his shoulder and took his parents 
for pilgrimage of all the religious places. By serving his parents like 
this, Shravan Kumar has become immortal in the world. 

Parents take all the pain in bringing up their children. It is the 
pious duty of children to serve their parents. 
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Penance for Sin 


King Bhoj was sleeping. In dream, he saw a wild pig smeared 
with mud, entering into clear water of a river. When he returned 
after bathing, pig had been transformed as a beautiful divine person. 
King woke up. He could not understand the meaning of this dream. 

In the morning, Bhoj went to his court and asked someone to 
explain this peculiar dream. One learned person told—“When a 
person commits some sin, he becomes like a mud-smeared pig and is 
just an animal. But, when he performs penance to wash his sins, he 
regains his divinity and becomes a divine person.” 

One can be absolved of his sins by penance. 


ile 
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Do your Own Work 


Train stopped at a small station of Bengal. A young boy got 
down and shouted—‘Kuli-Kuli’ There was no Kuli on that 
small railway station. One person saw that he had only a small 
box and went to him. Young boy thought him to be a Kuli and 
rebuked—‘You are very lazy. I am shouting but you did not 
listen. Now pick up this box and follow me.” That person put 
the box on his head and followed the boy, upto his home. 
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Young boy now took out his purse to pay him. That man 
said—“No thanks, I do not need it.” Listening his voice, boy’s 
elder brother came out and said—“Namaskar Vidyasagarji.” 
The boy was non-pulsed and fell down on his feet. 

Vidyasagar picked him up and embraced the boy 


saying—“My brother ! I wish that our countrymen discard 


their useless ego and do their work themselves. You become 
self-dependent in future. That would be my labour charge.” 
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Half Knowledge is a Curse 


A farmer told his son—“Rainy season is about to come. We will 
sow the seeds when it rains.” Son kept it in mind that seeds are to 
be sown after rains. One day, it rained heavily. Next day, son got 
up in early morning, went to his field and spread seeds all over. On 
return, he told about this to his father. 

Farmer lamented and said—“My son! After rains, field had to 
be cleaned and ploughed also, then only, seeds properly germinate 
and produce good crop. You have wasted the seeds also.” 

There is a system to do a thing properly. One must have that 
knowledge. It is true that knowledge is a great power, but half 
knowl edge is a curse. 
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Look for Your Faults 


A sculptor made a beautiful idol. He looked at it from 
different angles for quite a long time and then started 
weeping. People asked him for the reason to weep. 

Sculptor said—“I have examined this idol very minutely 
but could not find any mistake in it. IfI am not able to find any 
fault, then how will I improve and make better idols than 
this? It will not be possible for me to make good idols.” 

Such feelings make intelligence sharp. One must 
carefully check his mistakes and improve. 
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Avoid wicked Persons 


A swan and a crow lived on a tree. Swan, by nature was 
kind-hearted and well-wisher of crow but crow due to his 
wicked nature, always had ill-feelings for swan. 

One day, a tired hunter was sleeping under the tree. Sun 
rays were falling on his face. Swan felt pity and spread his 
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wings to check sun rays. Crow got an opportunity. He excreted on 
the face of that person and flew away. Hunter got up and saw swan 
spreading his wings over him. He thought it to be his mischief and 
being enraged, he killed the swan by shooting an arrow. 

These days wicked and cunning persons like that crow are in 
large number in the society. Instead of making them friends, one 
must avoid them. 
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Eknath offered Water to God 


Once Sant Eknath was taking water of river Ganga in a Kanwar 
from Prayag to Rameshwaram. Other Sants were also with him. Ina 
sandy field, on the way, they found a donkey, who was extremely 
thirsty and restless. Eknath at once took water from his Kanwar and 
gave to donkey for quenching the thirst. Other Sants were annoyed 
and rebuked him. 

Eknath explained—“My dear friends! You know that God is 
present in all living beings. Then why are you talking like this? What 
is the use of such knowledge, that cannot be properly applied ?” 

As a blessing of God, the water that Eknath gave to the donkey 
reached straight to Rameshwaram. Every living being is the abode of 
God. To give food to hungry and water to thirsty is actually offering 
to God. % on 
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Service is Worship 


Once king Vikramaditya went for hunting in a forest. He 
wandered in the dense forest. He was alone and very thirsty but 
could not get water anywhere. He saw a hut and somehow 
managed to reach there. He saw a Sadhu, sitting in deep 
meditation, inside the hut. Being tired and thirsty, king fainted 
and fell down. 

On regaining consciousness Maharaj Vikramaditya saw 
that Sant was washing his face and fanning. Sant now gave him 
water to drink. King was surprised and asked—“Why you left your 
worship and meditation for me?” Sant lovingly said—“Dear! God 
desires that no person on earth may be distressed. It is my duty to 
fulfil his desire. Worshipping is fruitful only by serving others.” 

Service and help to distressed persons is the real worship. 


1 Mp | 
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Misunderstanding 


A person brought three sugar candies. They were toys in 
the shape of Sadhus. Incidently, that day three Sadhus came 
to his house as guest. That person welcomed them with great 
reverence and made arrangements to feed them. 

At that time, his young son came and saw three sugar 
candies looking like Sadhus. He asked his father—“What is 
this?” He replied—“These are Sadhus.” Boy again 
said—“What will we do of them?” “We will eat them”—father 
said. “When?”—son asked again. Father explained—“First 
we will feed our guests, then we will take food ourselves and 
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after that we will eat these Sadhus, one by one.” 

That person was talking to his son about the three sugar candy 
toys. But Sadhus mistook it for themselves and ran away from 
there. The person was surprised and also followed them. Sadhus 
were tired and stopped. That person reached there and asked as to 
why they were running? One Sadhu said—“You wanted to kill 
and eat us. We have heard you saying so.” That person 
said—“Maharaj ! I was telling my son about sugar candy toys.” 

Now the misunderstanding was cleared. Sadhus came back 
for meals. 

Such misunderstandings occur due to weakness of heart. 
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Benefits of Unity 


Father was worried to see his sons quarrelling. He told 
them a story. A person had silk cloth. It’s threads quarelled 
and decided to live separately. Tailor cut the cloth in small 
pieces. At one place, there were many palm leaves. They 
wanted to live united. Gardener collected the leaves and made 
a beautiful mat. Now pieces of silk cloth remained lying here 
and there but nobody even looked towards them. The mat was 
however appreciated by all and sold at a good price. 

Sons realized the difference between unity and separation 
and decided to live with unity in future. Had the threads 
remained united, the silk cloth would have been costly. 
Beautiful clothes, made of them would have been purchased by 
rich persons and had even decorated the deities. 

Unity is always beneficial for all. 
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Personal Experience 


A king had two sons. When they grew up, king sent them to 
Guru’s Ashram for learning. After few years, when their education 
was completed, king went to the Ashram to take back his sons. 

At the time of departure, Guru said—“You have not yet learnt 
one very important thing. Let me teach you that also.” He took a 
cane and gave two powerful blows on the palms of each prince. 
With severe pain, they said—“What is this teaching?” 

Guru said—“You are supposed to rule the country. If an 
innocent person is punished without any fault, how bad he would 
feel? You must personally experience that pain. ‘yay scop this 
in mind.” Viel 

King was looking all vee 
this. Initially, he was 
annoyedtoseeGuru’s  , ' = we 
awkward behaviour. ) 
But later, he along 
with his sons, fell on A 
his feet and said— 
“Today, you have 
given a most 
practical teaching. 7 
This is the greatest © 
responsibility of a= 
king towards his 

people. This is the 
best way of 

teaching by ' 
personal experience.2t 
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Rulers must Follow Rules 


Once, during summer season there were strong heat 
waves. In villages, there were mostly thatched houses. Due to 
high temperature, they often caught fire. This fact was 
reported to the king. It was found that people had become 
careless and that was the main reason for such fires. 

King Bimbasar was very kind and judicious. He always 
followed the rules rigidly. Due to fires, he had to spend a lot of 
money for helping the victims. 
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To check the carelessness of people, king passed an order 
that any person, whose house catches fire will have to live in 
cremation ground for one year. They have become careless and 
must follow this rule. Incidents of fire were reduced thereafter. 

Once there was a fire in king’s fodder godown. King also 
followed this rule and lived for one year in cremation ground. He 
said—“Rules are to be followed by all. Even rulers must follow 
rules. Then only, public can be inspired to follow them.” 
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Test of Wisdom 


A farmer had four sons. He was getting old and wanted to 
give family responsibilities to someone. How to decide as to 
who is wisest among them? 

To test their wisdom, he gave some grains to his sons and 
said—“Do whatever you like of these grains.” 

Considering that to be a petty thing, one threw the grains 
before birds. Second one boiled the grains and used them for 
dinner. Third one, kept those grains in a can, so that he may 
return if asked by the father. Fourth son sowed the grains in 
field and after few months, produced bags full of grain. 

Father was convinced that fourth one was worthy of taking 
all responsibilities. He said—“Persons having such qualities 
can run the house properly. Such qualities must be increased 
in families. God also likes such persons.” 
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Live with Love 


Asmall cat entered the water and caught a big fish by its tail. 
She was not able to pull the fish out of water. She called another 
cat and both pulled the fish out, on the ground. 

They started quarrelling on the point of dividing the fish. 
The question was as to how much and which part, each cat 
should get?. A jackal reached there and both requested him to do 
justice in this matter. Jackal applied the same policy which 
monkey had followed when the cats were fighting over a bread. 

Jackal was strong. Pretending to divide, he consumed the 
whole fish and the cats remained looking and repenting. Those, 
who don’t live amicably and want others to decide their disputes 
are always looser. Without love and cooperation, one looses his 
earnings, also. 

One must always live with love. 
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God fell Ill 


A devotee took bath in Ganga and then offered water to 
Bhagwan Shiv daily. One day, when he was going to temple with 
water of Ganga, he saw a person lying on ground with high fever. 
Seeing the devotee, he implored before him for some water to drink. 
Devotee refused and said—“You fool, don’t you see that Iam taking 
this water for God ? There may — be many sick persons. How 
long I will give water to eter r 1a 

Bi + te 
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In the night, devotee saw a dream that God has fallen ill. He 
asked about the illness. God told him—“You did not help that 
sick and distressed person. He was crying for water and you did 
not quench his thirst. The water that you offered me was sinful 
and that made me ill.” Devotee now realized the truth. 

From next day, he started helping and serving sick, 
helpless and distressed persons. He was happy to learn the 
true form of worship. 
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Don’t bite but Hiss 


A snake became disciple of Naradji. As Gurudakshina, 
Naradji asked him to promise that he will not bite anybody. 
Snake promised. This fact came to the knowledge of villagers. 
Now children started teasing and harassing the snake. They even 
injured him with pebbles and sticks. 

Naradji came again and saw the snake in a very pitiable 
condition. Snake told him that this was the result of his promise 
given as Gurudakshina. Naradyji laughed and 
said—“I had asked you not to bite but you ii 
are not prevented from hissing. When Z 
anybody tries to harm you, then you must 
hiss to frighten him.” 

Snake acted accordingly. 
Nobody troubled him 
thereafter. Wicked persons 
must be frightened, otherwise 
they may harm you. 
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No Flattery 


A boy was hit by bus and badly injured. Crowd had 
collected there. Pandit Nehru was coming in his car. He got 
down and looking at boy’s condition, he prepared to take him 
to hospital. People recognized Nehruji and started 
shouting—Panditji ki Jai.’ 

Nehruji was annoyed and scolded the crowd—“Don’t you 
feel ashamed ? Instead of helping me to carry the boy to the 
car, you are trying to flatter.” People realized their fault and 
came for help. 

Those, who help others in their 
difficulty are really great. 
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Unwise Goat 


Some hunting dogs were chasing a goat. She ran for her life 
and hid behind a bush of grape vine. Dogs could not trace her 
and went forward. 

Now goat was carefree and started nibbling leaves of grape 
vine. She nibbled all the leaves upto her height and could be 
easily seen. Dogs on return, saw the goat and killed her. 

Those, who harm the protector, suffer like this. Trees, 
rivers etc. always help and protect the man, but these days 
man is destroying them. As a result, he is facing many natural 
calamities. 
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